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SUBJECT :FEDERAL BENEFITS CHECKS 

LIN VIEW OF FURTHER PLANNED REDUCTION IN SIZE OF EMBASSY 
STAFF, LACK OF INTERNATIONAL MAIL SERVICE, AND DETERIORAT 
ING LEBANESE INTERNAL SITUATION, THE DEPARTMENT IS RECOM- 
MENDING TO THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT THAT STARTING WITH CHECKS 
DATED AUG 3 THE DISTRIBUTION OF FEDERAL BENEFIT CHECKS TO 
LEBANON BE DISCONTINUED UNTIL CONDITIONS RETURN TO A MORE 
NORMAL STATE. HOWEVER, WHEN INTERNATIONAL MAIL SERVICE IS 
RESTORED TO BEIRUT, IT MAY BE POSSIBLE TO REESTABLISH A 
PAYMENT PROGRAM ONLY FOR THOSE BENEFICIARIES IN THE BEIRUT 
AREA WHO ARE ABLE TO REACH THE EMBASSY. SUCH A DECISION 
WOULD DEPEND TO A LARGE EXTENT ON THE EMBASSY'S RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS. 

2. DEPARTMENT ALSO FEELS THAT IT IS A POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS 
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OF UNDISTRIBUTED BENEFIT CHECKS AT THE POST. THE EMBASSY 
IS THEREFORE REQUESTED TO INFORM THE DEPARTMENT OF NUMBER 
CHECKS STILL HELD. IF POSSIBLE, THESE CHECKS SHOULD BE 
MARKED BY CANCELLED STAMP OR OTHERWISE RENDERED NON-NEGO- 
TIABLE AND RETURNED ASAP TO THE DEPARTMENT, ATTENTION SCS, 
FOR APPROPRIATE DISPOSAL. IF THIS NOT PRACTICAL, THE 
EMBASSY SHOULD DESTROY THE CHECKS ON HAND AND INDICATE ON 

THE LISTING OF RECIPIENTS THAT ACCOMPANIES EACH CHECK SHIP- 
MENT WHICH CHECKS WERE DESTROYED AND WHICH WERE DELIVERED 
TO BENEFICIARIES. 

3. THE AGENCIES PAYING FEDERAL BENEFITS ARE WILLING TO 
CONSIDER THE AUTHORIZATION OF PAYMENTS TO BENEFICIARIES WHO 
EITHER HAVE LEFT LEBANON AND ESTABLISHED ANOTHER 
MAILING ADDRESS OR WHO CAN REACH ANOTHER FOREIGN SERVICE 
POST, SUCH AS DAMASCUS, TO RECEIVE BENEFIT CHECKS. 

ADDRESSEE POSTS ARE ASKED TO COMMENT ON THE FEASIBILITY AND 
PRACTICALITY OF SUCH A TEMPORARY PROGRAM. 

4. FOR ATHENS: THE EMBASSY IS TO RETURN TO THE DEPART- 
MENT, ATTN SCS, THE BENEFIT CHECKS BEING HELD FOR SHIP 
MENT TO BEIRUT. ROBINSON 
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